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Box AF 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

SIR : 

In response to the Advisory Action mailed November 5, 2001 
(copy enclosed), please complete the comments in paragraph 6 of the 
Advisory Action. These comments end in the middle of a sentence. 

Respectfully submitted, 
RATNER & PRESTIA 




ALN/img 
Dated: November 14, 2001 
Suite 301 

One Westlakes, Berwyn 
P.O. Box 980 

Valley Forge, PA 19482-0980 
(610) 407-0700 

The Assistant Commissioner for Patents is hereby 
authorized to charge payment to Deposit Account 
No. 09-0456 (IBM Corporation) of any fees 
associated with this communication. 



Andrew L. Ney Reg. No. 2(M300 
Attorney for Applicants * 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with 
the United States Postal Service with sufficient postage as first 
class mail in an envelope addressed to: Assistant Commissioner 
for Patents. Washington, D.C. 20231 on: 
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Examiner 
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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
THE REPLY FILED Oct 12, 2001 FAILS TO PLACE THIS APPLICATION IN CONDITION FOR ALLOWANCE. 
Therefore, further action by the applicant is required to avoid the abandonment of this application. A proper reply to a final 
rejection under 37 CFR 1.113 may only be either: (1) a timely filed amendment which places the application in condition for 
allowance; (2) a timely filed Notice of Appeal (with appeal fee); or (3) a timely filed Request for Continued Examination 
(RCE) in compliance with 37 CFR 1.114. 

THE PERIOD FOR REPLY [check only a) or b)] 

a) □ The period for reply expires months from the mailing date of the final rejection. 

b) jXl In view of the early submission of the proposed reply (within two months as set forth in MPEP 5 706.07 (f)) f the period for reply 

expires on the mailing date of this Advisory Action, OR continues to run from the mailing date of the final rejection, whichever 

is later. In no event, however, will the statutory period for the reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of the final 

rejection. 

Extensions of time may be obtained under 37 CFR 1.136(a). The date on which the petition under 37 CFR 1.136(a) and the appropriate 
extension fee have been filed is the date for purposes of determining the period of extension and the corresponding amount of the fee. The 
appropriate extension fee under 37 CFR 1.17(a) is calculated from: (1) the expiration date of the shortened statutory period for reply originally 
set in the final Office action; or (2) as set forth in (b) above, if checked. Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the 
mailing date of the final rejection, even if timely filed, may reduce any earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 



1 . □ A Notice of Appeal was filed on 



_. Appellant's Brief must be filed within the period set forth in 



37 CFR 1.192(a), or any extension thereof (37 CFR 1.191(d)), to avoid dismissal of the appeal 

2. □ The proposed amendment(s) will be entered upon the timely submission of a Notice of Appeal and Appeal Brief with 
requisite fees. 

The proposed amendment(s) will not be entered because: 

(a) □ they raise new issues that would require further consideration and/or search. (See NOTE below); D 

(b) .D they raise the issue of new matter. (See NOTE below); n tC/tiVE£) 

(c) □ they are not deemed to place the application in better form for appeal by materially reducing or simpljfMipgiha 

issues for appeal; and/or JAN Q J 2002 

(d) D they present additional claims without cancelling a corresponding number of finally rejected claims. Q rn 

NOTE: U P260Q 

Applicant's reply has overcome the following rejection(s): 



5.D 

dM 

7.0 

8.69 



would be allowable if submitted in a 



Newly proposed or amended claim(s) 

separate, timely filed amendment cancelling the non-allowable claim(s). 

The a) □ affidavit, b)Q exhibit, or c)63 request for reconsideration has been considered but does NOT place the 
application in condition for allowance because: 

Schwuttke et ai. and present invention function the same in that both define a grid where data is entered, with 
Schwuttke teaches placing data values in the grid, but allowing grouping of data to determine relationships (col. 

The affidavit or exhibit will NOT be considered because it is not directed SOLELY to issues which were newly raised 
by the Examiner in the final rejection. 

For purposes of Appeal, the status of the claim(s) is as follows (see attached written explanation, if any): 
Claim(s) allowed: 



Claim (s) objected to: 

Claim (s) rejected: 1-16 



9.D The proposed drawing correction filed on a)0 has b)D has not been approved by the Examiner. 

10. D Note the attached Information Disclosure Statements) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s). . ^/^t^^r^^J^i 

11. D Other: ^FF£r?y EM.^r; 
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Attachment for PTO-948 (Rev. 03/01, or earlier) 

6/18/01 

The below text replaces the pre-printed text under the heading, 
"Information on How to Effect Drawing Changes," on the back 
of the PTO-948 (Rev. 03/01, or earlier) form. 



INFORMATION ON HOW TO EFFECT DRAWING CHANGES 

1. Correction of Informalities -- 37 CFR 1.85 q ^ ^ 

New corrected drawings must be filed with the changes incorporated therein Group $6 

Identifying indicia, if provided, should include the title ot the invention, <WO 

inventor's name, and application number, or docket number (if any) .fan 

application number has not been assigned to the application If this information .s 

provided, it must be placed on the front of each sheet and centered within the top 

martin If corrected drawings are required in a Nonce ot Allowability (PTOL- 

?7Mhe new drawings MUST be filed within the THREE MONTH shortened 

statutory period set for reply in the Notice of Allowability Extensions of time 

may NOT be obtained under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 1 36(a) or (b) for filing 

the corrected drawings after the mailing of a Notice of Allowability The 

drawings should be filed as a separate paper with a transmittal letter addressed to 

the Official Draftsperson 

2. Corrections other than Informalities Noted by Draftsperson on form PTO- 
948. 

All changes to the drawings, other than informalities noted by the Draftsperson 
MUST be made in the same manner as above except that, normally a highlighted 
(preferably red ink) sketch of the changes to be incorporated into the new 
drawings MUST be approved by the examiner before the application will be 
allowed No changes will be permitted to be made, other than correction ot 
informalities, unless the examiner has approved the proposed changes 

Timing of Corrections 

Applicant is required to submit the drawing corrections wit^^ 
timp period set in attached Office communication. See 37 CFR 
1.85(a). 

Failure to take corrective action within the set period will result in 
ABANDONMENT of the application. 
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